UNION FOR THE MEDITERRANEAN OPENS IN PARIS
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Paris, 13th July 2008 - The 'big day of the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM) has began this morning at Paris' Gran Palais. 
The Union will be officially launched this afternoon by French President Nicolas Sarkozy at the presence of 42 head of states and governments. 
18,000 policemen deployed around the historic building located between the right shore of the Seine and the Champs Elysees and around the most sensible spots of the French capital. 
The mobilisation will last 48 hours because the leaders present at the summit will also take part tomorrow in the celebrations for July 14.
Leaders from 27 EU nations, North Africa and the Middle East are due to sign the founding act of the “Union for the Mediterranean”. 
The new regional organization will aim to lay the foundations for a new political and economic partnership between the northern and the southern shores of the Mediterranean.

Cleaning up the sea, solar energy, access to drinking water and expansion of maritime exchanges will top the agenda.

Erdogan had communicated Turkey's expectations from France during its presidency in its accession talks with the EU while Sarkozy promised to allow accession talks to run its course. 

 

Officials added that Sarkozy appreciated Turkey's mediatorship between Israel and Syria, and he welcomed Turkey's active participation in the Union for Mediterranean Project. Sarkozy reiterated that the Union for Mediterranean Project and Turkey's EU bid were totally different issues.

 

The Middle East peace process is high on agenda since the leaders of Syria, Israel and Palestine are also attending the summit.

 

At Sunday's launch of the Union for the Mediterranean, the president of Syria and the prime minister of Israel are to sit down at the same table for the first time. Israelis and Palestinians ''have never been so close to a peace accord''. 
Algeria, until two days uncertain about its participation in the summit, has decided to take part after obtaining a promise that there would be no group photo on which President Abdelaziz Bouteflika would be forced to appear together with Israeli Prime Minister Olmert.[image: image8.jpg]=~ ..
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