SARKOZY’S PLAN: FLOWS AND FOES (source: International Herald Tribune)
[image: image1] Paris, 7th July 2008 - The grandest new idea of President Sarkozy, looking to give his presidency of EU a lasting stamp, is the Union of the Mediterranean. An effort to bind the 17 nations bordering the Mediterranean with the EU around specific regional projects, the Union will be inaugurated next week at the grand Paris summit meeting.
The French are mounting a big celebration, with a meeting of European Union and Mediterranean leaders here on July 13, All are invited to the Bastille Day extravaganza at the Arc the Triomphe.
Most attention has been paid to who might or might not show up. Basharal-Assad, Syria’s leader, will come as will Prime Minister Ehdu Olmert of Israel, but President Abdelaziz Bouteflika of Algeria is having his doubts and Muammar el-Qaddafi, the Libyan leader and a fierce critic, is not expected to attend.

Nor, oddly, is King Abdullah of Jordan, who told Paris That he has longstanding vacation plans.
The new union, as an upgrading of the EU’s already existing Barcelona Process, may produce results down the road.

The new union will have co-presidents, one from Europe and one from the Mediterranean – the first ones will be France and Egypt – and a permanent secretariat staffed by officials from both north and south.

Projects are meant to be concrete: fighting pollution in the Mediterranean, pushing solar energy,  improving surveillance of maritime traffic and “civil security cooperation” in case of natural disaster, better anti-terrorism coordination and cultural exchanges   for scientists and students.

When Sarkozy described the idea, in his presidential victory speech in 2007, the thought was much grander. He proposed a Mediterranean Union limited to the countries bordering the sea and spoke about it as a means “to end all hatreds, to make way for a great dream of civilization”.

But the plan outraged Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany because it cut her country out, while taking on a European character and presuming to use European funds, to which Germany is the largest contributor.

The countries are still squabbling over the founding text of the union.

Time is come and soon we will see where “Sarkozy’s dream” will lead the Euro Mediterranean region.  

[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6]
