EP ADOPTS REPORT REVIEWING THE EUROPEAN NEIGHBOURHOOD POLICY INSTRUMENT (Source: EuroMed Info Centre)
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Brussels, 19 February 2009 - The European Parliament (EP) has adopted an own-initiative report reviewing the European Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument (ENPI), in which it calls on the Commission, together with the partner governments, to develop further mechanisms for consultation with civil society and local authorities, in order better to involve them in the design and monitoring of the implementation of the ENPI and of the national reform programmes. 

The report states that sectoral and general budget support under the ENPI should be made available only to governments which are able to implement it in a transparent and accountable manner and where it constitutes a real incentive. The Commission is asked to review the appropriateness of budget support in countries which have problems with budgetary management and control procedures and high levels of corruption. 

MEPs also underline the need to increase the ENPI financial envelope in order to enable the ENP to attain its increasingly ambitious objectives.

The EP notes the progress made under the Union for the Mediterranean (UfM initiative), but stresses that: the ENPI financing of the ENP initiative for the South or East should not be used to the detriment of each other; the EP should be adequately informed of the UfM projects funded from the ENPI; when ENPI funds are used, the transparency of other sources, including private funding, is particularly important.

The report says the Mediterranean component of the ENP should complement the Barcelona Process, it calls for enhanced EU involvement in the Black Sea region and an ambitious Eastern Partnership.

It says an Eastern Neighbourhood assembly ("Euroeast"), with the participation of the EP, should be created on the same lines as the Euromed and EuroLat assemblies.

The Parliament notes the importance of enhanced cooperation with Turkey in the Black Sea, as well as with Russia.
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