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Highlights of the speech of Secretary General, prof. Luigi Troiani

If we look at the figures regarding the results of 10 years of MEDA programmes, we find numbers which could be appreciated as substantially modest. From 1995 to 1999 the European Commission devoted 3.5 billion euro to the Euro-Mediterranean Partnership and 4.8 billion euro from 2000-2006.  
Taking into account the above data, it would be difficult to imagine a deep impact of the MEDA programmes on the economic and social conditions of the MEDA countries. 
Anyway, the goals of the Barcelona declaration have received from those investments a satisfying engine for development. If the financial instrument of the Commission would have not existed, many and many realizations which have occurred in the Meda countries, would have never taken place. Our duty, today, is to understand if some qualitative and quantitative limits could have been avoided, and what to do for the near future.   
*********************  
My first comment is that some programmes have better performed than others, in terms of pushing civil societies and economy in the Southern Mediterranean Countries towards development. Look, for example, at EUMEDIS programme, which has been highly innovative. My Association, the Euro-Mediterranean Trade Distribution and Services Initiative, had direct experience in the programme. We confirm that to spread information society in the MEDA Countries has been the kind of strategic goals we should pursue. With direct reference to the project I co-ordinated, emed-tds.com, I have noticed how much impact on our partners technological and economical upgrading the project has realized!  
My second comment is that to enhance better mechanisms of consultation with Institutional partners, could make the Commission action more and more effective. Regions and local Authorities, Businesses representatives as we are, if regularly consulted, could enrich the action of the Commission in the Mediterranean.  Look at our Organization. Euro-Med TDS was created immediately after the Barcelona Declaration by the entrepreneurial associations of trade and services representing the business communities of the 24 countries bordering the Mediterranean Sea, under the patronage of the European Institutions, with the principal aim to promote the cooperation between the European Commission and the Euro-Mediterranean countries, thus facilitating the achievement of the Barcelona goals.  We are really under-used by the Commission. And our fellows from the Southern shore do not understand this. 
Another element to raise at your attention is the minor importance which is generally attached, in the Mediterranean policies of the Union, to the tertiary sector of the economy. Services are strategic in the Gnp of the Countries which signed the Barcelona Chart: this should be kept in mind for future actions. The Conference of Messina which created Euro-Med TDS immediately after Barcelona, underlined such a point, but the things have not changed. 

One comment could be given about the size of the projects. To distribute little funds to many is a typical habit for finding clients to the institutions. Being typical, does not mean to be effective. To distribute a few funds to many entities, allows the launch of many small projects. They risk to be not enough effective for the development in global terms. They risk do not have heavy impact on the development process of MPCs. 
The history of the Ldc’s says that the Enterprise creation and Capabilities Building for the ruling classes, are the key factors to guarantee a better future. Market infrastructures are also needed for servicing the Enterprises. Big specific efforts on the above mentioned areas, have not appeared, in the Meda programmes realized during the ten years from the Barcelona chart.  

***********************


The European Union is now moving to the “Neighbourhood Policies”. Our hope is that the Mediterranean area can still be treated with special care, having in mind that this is the most natural area where the Union could experience its Foreign policy, and Economic co-operation with the Developing Countries. 

Euro-Med TDS and its 25 members, National Chamber of Commerce and Business Confederation of all the Countries bordering the Mediterranean Sea, are certainly convinced that this is what the Commission should do.
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