THE FUEL ISSUE HAS BEEN THE MAIN FOCUS OF THE COUNCIL OF EU FISHERIES AND AGRICULTURE MINISTERS IN LUXEMBOURG.
[image: image1]Luxembourg, 24th June 2008 - The Italian Minister of Agriculture, Luca Zaia, who participated to the meeting, stated the only objective is to save Italian and European fisheries.
The “Venice document” drafted by the seven countries of the Mediterranean basin in Venice last 17 of June, is composed by seven articles and ask for: an increase of the European Fisheries Fund (EFF); the restructuring of common fleet; the authorization for the member States to launch instruments to establish the fuel rate for fishermen; the increase of the FEP funds for the temporaries fishing downtime; the introduction of measures for a better commercialization of fisheries products in the FEP; an increase from 30 to 100.000 euros of the outsides for the state assistance and the FEP financial participation to the social emergency measures launched by the member States.
The Minister Zaia wants to adopt practical measures in order to improve on the situation upfront of 2009. 
Analyzing the Irish situation, Junior Agriculture Minister and Clare T.D., Mr. Tony Killeen this week presented a strong case for a package of EU-funded measures to address the current difficulties being experienced by fishermen across Europe but, particularly, in Ireland.
Apart from the discussion on the fuel issue, Minister Killeen stated that he was particularly pleased with the progress made in a number of other areas of concern to Irish fishermen, which he had discussed occasions with the Federation of Irish Fishermen (FIF). He said that the meeting was positive in the areas of restructuring the industry, action to combat illegal fishing and a possible increase in access for Irish fishermen to Cod stocks in the Celtic Sea - all of which are issues of particular concern to Irish fishermen and which the Minister has been pursuing with the Commission.
Minister Killeen said that the proposals discussed in Luxembourg had to be seen in the context of the Government's initiative to implement a major restructuring of the Irish whitefish fleet. In Ireland they are removing up to 35% of the large whitefish vessels from the fleet. The completion of the current planned decommissioning must be their first priority. It is necessary to introduce short term measures to compliment the decommissioning underway in their fleet. There is a requirement for the Commission to source additional funding and they would urge the Commission to do so urgently to support the industry during this period of restructuring and put it on a firm and sustainable footing in the future.
The Minister also described as 'very significant', the agreement reached at Council on a new regulation to combat landings of illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fish from within and outside the EU.
On a further related issue of great concern to Irish fishermen the Minister pressed the case for an increase in the Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for Cod stocks in the Celtic Sea off the Irish coast. He welcomed Commissioner Borg's commitment to examine new scientific information on increasing landings and to have the matter further discussed at the next Council on 15 July. 

Slovenian Agriculture Minister Iztok Jarc said that there were no quick fixes to alleviate the situation in the fisheries sector as the price of oil continues to rise. Long-term structural changes are needed instead. According to Jarc, the issues on the council's agenda were related to structural changes and high food prices. As regards to EU Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) he said that an important step forward has been made by introducing measures to boost the supply, which would contribute to a better stability.
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