3rd GLOBAL FORUM ON MIRATION AND DEVELOPMENT (GFMD). THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF EURO-MED TDS PARTICIPATES IN ROUNDTABLE.
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Athens, 2nd and 3rd Novmber 2009.
The Secretary General of Euro-Med TDS participates in the debate which takes place in Athens on the occasion of the Global Forum on Migration & Development (GFMD). 
As Euro-Med TDS carries on integration policies which aim to facilitate the introduction of migrants in local business, Mr Troiani underlines how immigrants not only take place in local enterprises, but also create their own business in the hosting countries, bringing new sources and making their own contribution to local economic development.

His statement finds its reason in the purpose of the Meeting which is to discuss in a concrete manner how migration can be integrated into development policies, strategies, instruments and partnerships with the aim to further development outcomes. 
GFMD is a recent state-led international initiative endorsed by the UN High-Level Dialogue on International Migration and Development in September 2006.

The first Meeting of the GFMD took place in 2007 and was organized by Belgium. It examined the impact of migration on social and economic development, as well as ways and means to attain greater policy coherence between migration and development policies besides horizontal questions related to human rights, gender and root causes. Operating Modalities were also put in place to create a structured framework for the continuation of the Forum, which we would like to further elaborate upon during the Athens meeting.

The 2nd GFMD Meeting took place in Manila on 29 and 30 October 2008; it revolved around the theme ‘Protecting and Empowering Migrants for Development’. Its goal was to emphasize the human aspect of migration and the protection of migrant rights, and to examine the impact of such protection on reinforcing development.

As was the case with the two previous Meetings, the Athens GFMD Meeting consists of two parts:

1. Civil Society Days on 2-3 November, attended by representatives of NGOs, migrant and diaspora organizations, the private sector, trade unions and academics. These days are being organized by the Alexander S. Onassis Public Benefit Foundation. Their results are presented to the Government Meeting on 4 November.
2. The Government Meeting on 4-5 November. As was the case for the Meetings in Brussels and Manila, a number of interested international organizations are invited as observers. The Government Meeting takes place at the Megaron Athens International Conference Centre.
During the two-day event, three Round-table give the floor to different speeches.

ROUNDTABLE 1: How to make the migration-development nexus work for the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals 
ROUNDTABLE 2: Migrant integration, reintegration and circulation for development 
ROUNDTABLE 3: Policy and institutional Coherence Partnerships  
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