PREPARATION AGRICULTURE/FISHERIES COUNCIL OF APRIL 2009 (Source: European Commission, Fisheries)
[image: image1.jpg]


The Agriculture & Fisheries Council will meet in Luxembourg on Thursday 23 (starting at 15.00) and Friday 24 April, under the Presidency of Mr Petr Gandalovič, Czech minister for Agriculture. Commissioners Mariann Fischer Boel and Joe Borg will represent the Commission at the meeting. 

Fisheries points will be dealt with on Thursday and Agriculture points on Friday morning.

The points on the agenda are:

Fisheries

The main fisheries-related items on the Council agenda are the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy, the Commission's new initiative to boost European aquaculture and the EU Plan of Action on sharks.

Reform of the Common Fisheries Policy

On 22 April the Commission adopted a Green Paper launching a thorough review of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP). Interested parties from the sector and the general public are invited to have their say on the future of European fisheries in a public consultation, which is open until 31 December 2009 and will cover every aspect of the current policy. The launch of the Green Paper marks the first step in a process which the Commission hopes to see culminate in a bold reform of the CFP (IP/09/617).

The aim of this review is to establish a system better able to deliver on its aims and, in the long run, benefit all concerned: fishermen, because they will have access to more abundant fish stocks; consumers, because they will enjoy greater access to high-quality sources of protein from EU waters; and people living in coastal regions, because they will reap the benefits of a more stable fishing industry.  

Commissioner Joe Borg will present the Green Paper to the Council. Ministers are expected to have a first thorough exchange of views at the next Fisheries Council (25-26 May 2009)

Aquaculture

Ministers will have a first exchange of views on the Commission's Communication on a strategy to boost EU aquaculture, published on 8 April 2009 (IP/09/563).  

As one of the world's fastest growing food sectors, aquaculture already provides the planet with about half of all the fish we eat and still has a lot more to give. The EU has put in place high standards to keep sustainable growth at the heart of aquaculture's approach and methods; its aquaculture industry leads the world in research and technological development. Yet this progress in excellence has not been reflected in production, which has stagnated in the EU, while there has been strong growth in some other parts of the world. In its Communication, the Commission sets out to address this state of affairs and give fresh impetus to sustainable growth to the EU's aquaculture sector. It looks at ways to improve the sector's competitiveness, sustainability and governance.

Building on the debate at this meeting, Council are expected to adopt Council conclusions in June.

Action Plan on sharks

Council is expected to endorse, through the adoption of Council conclusions, the Commission's Action Plan published last February for the Conservation and Management of Sharks (IP/09/220). The aim of the plan is to ensure that effective steps are taken to help rebuild shark stocks wherever they are under threat, if necessary on a precautionary basis, and to lay down guidelines for the sustainable management of the fisheries concerned, including those where shark are taken as by-catch. The plan also includes measures to improve scientific knowledge of shark stocks and shark fisheries. The measures set out cover not only sharks, but also related species, such as skates and rays, and will apply wherever the EU fleet operates, both within and outside European waters. The Commission is also committed to working to ensure that the EU's action in international bodies and agreements is coherent with its policy on sharks at home.

The measures set out in this plan should result in better knowledge and more rigorous conservation measures to protect these species. This, in turn, will help protect the livelihoods of those fishermen who depend upon them.

Any other business

· Piracy in Somalia (request by Spain) 

· Delays in European Fisheries Fund (EFF) spending by Member States (Commission request) 

· Eels and the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) (request by the Netherlands) 

· Gill nets/harbour porpoises (request by the Netherlands) 

