FISHERIES CRISIS OWING TO FUEL PRICES: FISHERMEN PROTEST OUTSIDE EU BUILDINGS IN BRUSSELS.
THE PROBLEM
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The rise in fuel price seems to be unrestrainable and it is bringing whole sectors to their knees. 

Operators react. The protest started from fishermen, but it is extending to other sectors, as agro-food and breeding.

Fishermen blocked  ichthyic market and ports. Since days fishing boats don’t go out to sea. 

Fishing boats come back from fishing with costs which are over returns.  For a medium-sized beam trawler, the fuel costs may therefore be more than a third of its grossing. According to some industry leaders, going out to sea today is causing skippers debt, rather than profit.

Scottish Euro-MP Struan Stevenson said: “While skippers claim they can pay a maximum of 23p per litre of diesel to maintain a viable business, current fuel costs have raised the price to 44p per litre”.

 The problem starts from the fact that the route from producers to consumer is too long and articulate: it is a labyrinth where prices rise up to 300 per cent.

With price rising this way, we could check a growing shortage of fish in all countries. 

Fishermen across Europe have staged demonstrations in protest at soaring fuel prices, which the commission says has pushed the price of marine diesel up by 240 percent since 2004, by 30 percent only in the past four months. 

Fish wholesale prices suffered a rice of 37% in Italy, but in other country the situation is the same.
French and Spanish governments' moves to subsidise their fishing industries.

Joe Borg, the European Commissioner for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs, has criticised the French and Spanish state subsidies and launched a Commission investigation into whether they are compatible with EU state aid rules.

He stressed: "If we were to allow subsidies to be given, then we're saying that we are going to subsidise this industry permanently. And that is certainly not the way forward."

Truckers, farmers and fishermen across Europe have launched protests at the climbing cost of oil. US crude climbed back over $127 a barrel on 6th June.

Nevertheless, as far as fish is an irreplaceable product, for its nutritional properties, it can not to be missing in a correct alimentation: therefore to solve the issue is not only an economic problem, but also a social one.

THE PROTEST
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On 4th June, fishermen protesting fuel prices clash with police outside EU buildings in Brussels.
Earlier, a delegation of fishermen met briefly outside the European Commission with senior EU officials to outline their plight and demand emergency aid.

"To have a sustainable fishery we need to have cheaper fuel prices," said a fisherman representative from the southern French port town of Sete on the Mediterranean coast. "It's impossible to work with these prices."

Officials from the EU's executive, the Commission, say there are "no short term solutions" to the problem of soaring fuel prices, insisting instead that fishing fleets should restructure rather than demand aid.

"Any specific remedy should reflect long-term structural problems and should not run counter to them," said Commission spokesman Johannes Laitenberger.

Patrick Tabone, a senior official from the office of EU Fisheries Commissioner Joe Borg, offered no immediate aid to the protesters. He recommended the fishermen accept calls for a mass overhaul of Europe's fisheries sector, including cutting back the size of fleets to prevent overfishing and to cut costs.

"What we need to ensure is that the responses we come up with are a real help to the sector, not only in the short term, but in the long term," Tabone told the fishermen.

“The Commission is acutely aware that this is a crisis for the sector that is real, immediate and requires action...The big problem is that the cause of it, which is high oil prices, is something that we are all having to live with ... we are all trying to understand it, to adjust to it and to find the proper European response, not just in fisheries.”
Under pressure at home from truckers and fishermen, French Finance Minister Christine Lagarde asked EU nations to slash sales tax on fuel. Other EU nations are sceptical of the French plan, saying it does nothing to encourage people to consume less energy in the long term or to push producers to pump more oil.

EU Fisheries Commissioner Joe Borg said European fisheries would only have a future if member states, industry and the EU executive worked together to create "smaller, more fuel-efficient fleets."

In France, truckers and taxi drivers staged so-called "snail" protests in which they drove slowly to hold up traffic to express their anger at high gasoline and diesel prices.

Farmers left oil cans and other petroleum products in front of regional government offices in several cities in southern France. Protesters blocked deliveries to and from an oil depot in Cusset in eastern France, and blocked a river port in the major city of Lyon.

French government officials were to meet with transport unions to try to avert a nationwide strike.
In Madrid fishermen also protested against the government for the same reasons and with similar actions.
EU leaders will discuss the impact of high oil prices on Europe's fisheries sector at a summit in mid-June. The sector also suffered from overcapacity and badly needed to restructure.
European fishermen would continue their protests across Europe and picket EU agriculture and fisheries ministers talks planned for Luxembourg later this month.

The Commission, which is responsible for setting annual limits on the amount and type of fish which EU fishermen catch, regularly comes under fire from the fishing industry, which accuses the Brussels body of setting unfairly low quotas and overloading it with complex legislation. 

WHAT TO DO?
The need to find a prompt solution is evident. But Commission says that, as in other sectors, fisheries have to get used to fuel prices which will last long. Market will decide who will survive and who will drown. 

The situation is alarming as new protests and strikes are expected for next days.

The protest started by fishermen will probably extend to other sectors with hard consequences: blocked markets, products shortage, new prices rising and a growing discontent for operators, producers and consumers .
